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Sir: 

This is in response to the Office Action dated December 2, 2009. A Preliminary 
Amendment is being submitted concurrently herewith. 

Election of Species Requirement 

On page 2 of the Office Action, the Examiner indicates that the application contains 
claims directed to more than one species of the generic invention, as follows: a mesogenic 
mixture (claims 1-20) or a chiral or achiral rod shape compound (claims 21-35) and polymer 
used in optical or electro-optical components (claims 36-44), and the Examiner requires 
Applicants to elect a single specific species (compound or mixture) including the notations 
(variables) used in the formulae. 
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In response, Applicants elects claims 1-20 and claims 36-44, since it appears from the 
Office Action that claims 36-44 are grouped with each of claims 1-20 and claims 21-35. To the 
extent that such is not the case, Applicants traverse on the basis that claims 36-44 concerning the 
use of the polymeric mesogenic mixtures of claims 1-20 fulfill a common inventive concept. 
The "mesogenic, cross-linkable mixture" referred to in claim 1 is an intermediate compound 
which leads to the final structure, the polymer, especially the polymer film networks of claims 
36-44. 

Further, to satisfy the Examiner's requirement for the election of a single specific species 
(compound or mixture) including the notations (variables) used in the formulae, Applicants elect 
Additive No. 1 on page 41 . 

Applicants submit that all of the claims read on Additive No. 1 . 
"Use" Claims 

On page 3 of the Office Action, the Examiner notes that claims 36, 39-41, and 43 are 
"use" claims, which are improper in U.S. practice. 

In response, Applicants have amended claims 36, 39-41, and 43 in the Preliminary 
Amendment submitted herewith to change them from "use" claims to "method" claims having a 
"preparing" or "manufacturing" active, positive step. Accordingly, Applicants submit that the 
issue raised by the Examiner in this regard has been resolved. 
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The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. 
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